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Grantmaking Guidelines
Grantseeker Inquiries

We ask grantseekers to review our mission, vision, beliefs, priorities and focus areas as well as these guidelines.  If a grantseeker believes its request matches one or more of our grantmaking priorities and focus areas, it can make an inquiry by submitting our Grantseeker Information Form (GIF).  The GIF is available on the Grantseekers – Inquiries or Resources pages of our website at brinsonfoundation.org.  We accept inquiries throughout the year.  

The completed form should be emailed to mail@brinsonfoundation.org.  We will send a confirmation email, usually within 3-5 business days, advising the grantseeker of the anticipated timetable for review of the inquiry. 

The Grantseeker Information Form is not an application.  It simply provides us preliminary information about the grantseeker’s organization and the proposed grant request.  We review the information provided in the form to determine whether the organization and the grant request qualify for further consideration.  In all cases, we communicate the outcome of the review to the grantseeker.  For a description of the process followed if we determine that an inquiry merits further review, see the Grantseekers - Grantmaking Process and Calendar page on our website at brinsonfoundation.org.    

The Brinson Foundation Board of Directors has sole authority to approve grant requests.  The Foundation’s staff is responsible for reviewing, screening, performing due diligence and recommending grants to the Board.  See the Grantseekers - Grantmaking Process and Calendar” page on our website at brinsonfoundation.org regarding the sequence and timing of our grant cycles.
Legal Requirements

The Brinson Foundation will consider inviting grant applications from organizations:

· Located in the United States of America that are exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and are public charities described in Section 509(a)(1), (2) or (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  Organizations classified under Section 509(a)(3) may be required to submit additional information.

· Located outside of the United States of America if they can provide a written legal opinion or affidavit stating “charitable equivalency” to a qualifying U.S. organization, or if they are carrying out similar charitable or educational activities.

Grant Limitations and Other Considerations
The Brinson Foundation will not consider grant inquiries from organizations that: 

· Discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, ethnicity or sexual orientation
· Request funding for:

· Activities that attempt to influence public elections

· Voter registration

· Political activity

· Lobbying efforts

· Programs that promote religious faith, include religious content or are based on religious or spiritual values

· Programs that are limited to members of a specific race, gender, religion or ethnic group (excluding medical research programs where such limitations may be necessary and appropriate)

The Brinson Foundation discourages grant inquiries requesting funds for:

· Capital improvements
· Endowments
· Fundraising events

Grantmaking Priority Updates

The Board of Directors periodically reviews and updates a statement of the Foundation’s Grantmaking Priorities.  This statement, which can be found on our website’s “Who We Are – Our Priorities” page, is intended to provide guidance to grantseekers regarding the types of organizations and programs the Foundation is currently considering for funding.   It does not represent a complete statement of the types of organizations and programs that are represented in the Foundation’s grant portfolio.

Geographic Considerations

Education Programs.  The Foundation’s education grants are generally made to organizations that serve individuals and communities in the greater Chicago area.  We also consider leading U.S.-based programs that reach broader populations across the U.S. and internationally or have the potential to have a meaningful impact on best practices at the national or international level.  

Organizations that do not serve populations in the Chicago area and do not meet the foregoing standards are rarely considered by our Board.  As a result, we generally discourage them from submitting inquiries to the Foundation.  If you have a question as to whether your organization or program qualifies for consideration, please call our office and speak to a program officer about whether it is appropriate to submit a Grantseeker Information Form. 

Scientific Research Programs. The Foundation’s physical science research grants are made to leading organizations across the United States.  In this priority area, the location of the program is less critical than the match with the Foundation’s grantmaking priorities.  The Foundation does not accept inquiries with regard to medical research.[image: image1]
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