


2017 Funding Opportunity
“Giving never moves in a straight line – it always moves in circles.” – Dr. Robert Schuller

Purpose Statement:  The goal of the 2017 Sonoma County LGBTQI Giving Circle grant program is to encourage and build a stronger network of people and programs that benefit the local LGBTQI community.
Background:

Community Foundation Sonoma County, working with a group of community leaders, launched a giving circle in April 2014 to connect LGBTQI people and increase awareness of and engagement in the issues that affect the LGBTQI community in Sonoma County.
The objectives of the Giving Circle are to:

1. Learn about the needs and opportunities for the LGBTQI community

2. Encourage and build a stronger network of people and resources

3. Donate money to a pooled fund

4. Decide together how and to whom we will give those funds

5. Foster a greater sense of community and identity for LGBTQI people in Sonoma County.
As of May 15, 2017 there are 115 members of the Giving Circle and the Circle currently has available up to $50,000 to grant to local non-profits.

In 2016 the Giving Circle made the following grant awards:

$10,000 (full funding) to On The Move: LGBTQ Connection - to expand Sonoma County


LGBTQI Youth Qmunity Empowerment Initiative

$10,000 (almost full funding) to Santa Rosa Community Health Centers - to organize and


host the 2nd Annual Rural Transgender Community Conference

$10,000 (partial funding) to Community Matters (Safe School Ambassadors) – to

empower young people to create safe and inclusive school climates for LGBTQI Students

$10,000 (50% funding) to Sonoma County Human Services Department Adult & Aging


Services - to support the Sonoma County LGBTQI Seniors Connection Program

$7,500 (50% funding) to Social Advocates for Youth - to support the LGBTQI youth 

community outreach and engagement expansion

$7,500 (50% funding) to Positive Images - to organize and host a Sonoma County 

LGBTQI+ Summit

Although there is a Steering Committee guiding the Giving Circle and the grantmaking process, the entire membership will be reviewing and scoring applications.  This participatory process will ensure that every member has a say in the final grantmaking outcome.  It also means that each application has the potential of being read by over 100 people, so there is potential that some projects may receive direct support from individual donors.

The purpose of the proposed project, program or initiative must align with the one or more of the following objectives:

In general, Giving Circle members are looking to increase access to, and knowledge of services that support the LGBTQI community in Sonoma County.  We are looking for:

1. Expansion of services - existing programs that might be expanded

2. Integration of services - existing programs that have not included specific outreach to the LGBTQI community

3. Coordination of services – coordinating a program with another agency/partner to serve the LGBTQI community

We are interested in applications from one or more of the following categories:

· LGBTQI Youth – expanding, integrating, coordinating services for LGBTQI youth.  We have a particular interest in programs that address homelessness, housing, and a safe space to gather, as well as, programs that help connect LGBTQI youth to each other and/or role models in the community.    
· Aging LGBTQI Population – expanding, integrating, coordinating services for the aging LGBTQI community, especially affordable housing, basic human needs for the poor, and programs that help the aging LGBTQI community connect to one another and other LGBTQI people.  
· LGBTQI Community Building – expanding, integrating, coordinating services for LGBTQI individuals that have the additional benefit of helping to build the LGBTQI community.   
We are interested in programs that reach out to the more disenfranchised members of the community –LGBTQI people of color,  LGBTQI people whose primary language is other than English, and transgender people and gender-expansive individuals (those whose gender identity and/or gender expression exist outside of traditional gender norms or binary).
Funding may be used for:

· Salaries or wages that directly relate to the proposed project

· Marketing/promotional expenses that directly relate to the proposed project

· Program expenses directly relate to the proposed project

Timeline:

Applications will be solicited beginning May 31, 2017
Applications will be due by 5:00 PM, Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Grants recipients will be notified via telephone by Friday, August 18, 2017
There will be a Celebration and Convening of Grantees prior to Thanksgiving 

Eligibility Criteria:

· Must have a 501(c)(3) status or be a government entity conducting charitable work
· Must currently serve or intend to serve LGBTQI residents in Sonoma County
Value of Grants:

Grants will range from $5,000 to $10,000.
How to Apply:

Submit Cover Sheet, Application Narrative and Budget (see below)
We will only accept applications via electronic submittals.  Please send information to:  

Mr. J Mullineaux, Vice President for Philanthropic Planning at Community Foundation Sonoma County, jmullineaux@sonomacf.org
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Sonoma County LGBTQI Giving Circle
Application
Instructions

Please use the following cover sheet to accompany your Application.  The instructions for preparing the content for the Application are on the following page.  We ask that your Application be no more than three pages, not including the cover sheet and budget.  
COVER SHEET

	Date
	

	ORGANIZATIONAL INFORMATION

	Name
	

	Legal Name 

if different
	

	Mailing Address
	

	City, State, Zip Code
	

	Telephone
	
	Email Address
	

	Fax
	
	Website link
	

	Tax ID#/EIN
	
	Year Founded
	

	Type

choose one
	( 501(c)(3) public charity

( Government Entity


	( Other ​​​​​(please specify)

____________________________________________

	CONTACT INFORMATION

	Full Name 
	

	Title
	

	Address 

if different from organization
	

	City, State, Zip Code
	

	Telephone
	

	Fax
	

	Email Address
	

	REQUEST INFORMATION

	Project Title


	

	Amount Requested (range $5,000 - $10,000)
	$ 
	County(s) Served
	

	LGBTQI Population Served
	( Lesbian  ( Gay  ( Bisexual

( Transgender ( Queer

( Questioning  ( Intersex
	
	


SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION
We request that your application be no more than three pages in length, not including your budgets.  Please use font sizes at least an 11-point type; please also use a typeface that is easy to read. Refer to the checklist below to ensure you have completed all the required forms prior to submittal: 

· Application Cover Sheet (please complete all fields)

· Application Narrative (maximum of two pages; please refer to instructions below)

· Budgets (send us your own budget or use our template.  We would like to see both your                                  organizational budget and the budget for your intended project.)
· A copy of your organization’s non-discrimination policy
Submit all materials electronically to Mr. J Mullineaux, at Community Foundation Sonoma County, jmullineaux@sonomacf.org
COMPLETING YOUR LETTER OF INTENT NARRATIVE

Summary of Your Request. In 50 words or less, please describe the purpose of your project, program, or initiative. 
Alignment with the LGBTQI Giving Circle Purpose. Please describe how your work aligns with either of the following objectives:
· LGBTQI Youth – expanding, integrating, coordinating services for LGBTQI youth.  We have a particular interest in programs that address homelessness, housing, and a safe space to gather, as well as, programs that help connect LGBTQI youth to each other and/or role models in the community.    

· Aging LGBTQI Population – expanding, integrating, coordinating services for the aging LGBTQI community, especially affordable housing, basic human needs for the poor, and programs that help the aging LGBTQI community connect to one another and other LGBTQI people.  
· LGBTQI Community Building – expanding, integrating, coordinating services for LGBTQI individuals that have the additional benefit of helping to build the LGBTQI community.   
We are interested in programs that reach out to the more disenfranchised members of the community – LGBTQI people of color,  LGBTQI people whose primary language is other than English, and transgender people and gender-expansive individuals (those whose gender identity and/or gender expression exist outside of traditional gender norms or binary).
Program Implementation:  Please describe the implementation process for your project, program or initiative, listing key activities and/or strategies.
Impact:  What difference will your project make?  What are the anticipated outcomes?

Measurement:  Describe how you will know that you have made a difference.

About the Proposed Program/Project/Initiative. Please provide information about the following:
· Please tell us which communities (LGBTQI) along the spectrum that you intend to serve. Projects that will serve only one community are acceptable.
· Geographic area served.

· New project or continuing effort; if a continuing effort, please share accomplishments to date.
· Anticipated duration of your project.
· Tell us about any existing or anticipated partners in this work.

Organizational Information. Please briefly share the following information about your organization:

· Organizational mission.

· Capacity and track record of the organization to undertake the proposed work.

· Qualifications of lead staff.
· Why do you believe your organization is best positioned to achieve the outcomes stated?
COMPLETING A BUDGET
The purpose of the budget information is to help us understand the size of the project and how you plan to use the requested funds. You may submit the budget in one of two ways:
OPTION 1.
Submit a budget in the format of your choosing.  Provide a list of all income sources with amounts for the project. Please be sure to indicate whether the income has already been secured. 

OPTION 2.
Use the Budget Form that we have provided.
We would also like to see a copy of your organizational budget. 
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