
• IRS Regulations; no self dealing
• Seek education and 

understanding of  
issues/community

• Share what you know/learn
• Make connections/collaborate

• Share your values/goals
• Communicate timeline
• Share board member 

demographics
• Multi-Year Commitments
• Understand their impact
• Site visits + volunteering

• Honor your values
• Excellence in 

Operations/Governing
• Clear Communication
• Regular Meetings

To Whom are 
Philanthropists 
Accountable?

To Each Other 
(Board 

Members)

To Grant 
Partners

To Your 
Community 
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“It’s actually in 
proximity to the poor 
that we hear things that 
we won’t otherwise 
hear, that we’ll see 
things we won’t 
otherwise see.” Bryan 
Stevenson, Equal 
Justice Institute


